By E. G. FEARNSIDES, M.D.
W. H., BORN December, 1911 . Until April, 1914 , the patient was a healthy child. He was breast-fed for twelve months, walked at the age of 11 months, and began to talk when aged 13 months. In April, 1914, he became ill in himself, and subject to attacks of sweating; shortly after this the small joints of his fingers swelled, his knees enlarged, and he became unable to walk.
He first came under my observation on August 28, 1914 . At that time he was pale, flabby, wasted, and unable to use his hands, or to walk. There was considerable muscular wasting of the extremities, and great peri-articular swelling of the joints of the fingers, wrists, knees, and ankles, and apparently some enlargement of the bones. The lymphatic glands were not enlarged, and the spleen could not be felt. He sweated freely. The tonsils were not enlarged. No abnormal signs could be discovered in the heart, lungs, or abdomen, and the urine contained neither albumin nor pus.
Under treatment with massage and grey powder by the mouth he has continuously improved. By November, 1914, he was again able to walk. The antemia gradually improved, and the peri-articular swelling of the knees, ankles, wrists, and fingers, gradually diminished. Skiagrams of the joints show no gross bony changes. The Wassermann reaction in the serum is negative. At the present time a blood examination by Mr. Herbert Perkins gives: Red blood cells 5,450,000 per cubic millimetre, white blood cells 11,500 per cubic millimetre, heemoglobin 64 per cent., colour index 0'8, with the differential count-polymorphonuclear cells 48'6 per cent., small lymphocytes 38'4 per cent., large mononuclear cells 104 per cent., transitional cells 1P2 per cent., eosinophiles 1P2 per cent., and mast cells 0,2 per cent.
Dr. FEARNSIDES said that although ten days ago, when he last saw the patient, no enlargement of the glands in the axillhe or groins could be detected, to-day the lymphatic glands in these situations were readily palpable, and be tween these dates the varicellar eruption which was now present had appeared.
